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Appeals Essentials! Highest quality valid and reliable rigorous prelims for your centre



MODERN STUDIES @ P&N
LASER SHARP QUALITY, NEW MATERIAL EACH YEAR
1	 All our test papers are drafted by setters whom we have head-hunted due to their considerable experience 

of  the examination system at appropriate levels. All papers contain new material each year. Papers are 
securely trialled by professionals who “work the papers” to ensure materials are of  an appropriate level of  
demand, balance, etc and that marking instructions mirror SQA marking standards/mark allocations. 

2	 These are typeset using the most advanced desktop publishing techniques and printed securely using 
OCÉ™ VarioPrint® technology, which gives high-quality first generation laser output for each and 
every customer. We are greatly encouraged by continuing favourable customer comment.

3	 All P&N papers fully conform to the most recent SQA guidance on commercial production of  papers.  
External scrutineers are employed to ensure P&N closely emulates the national standard.

Subject Test Papers Available

1 Complete Intermediate 2 Modern Studies test paper
2 Complete Higher Modern Studies test paper 

Our test papers are printed on high quality 100 g/m2 paper to ensure that they not only provide copies of  excellent 
quality, but can also stand up to frequent handling.

2008/2009 Series Sample Pages

Clockwise from top left, extracts from: Intermediate 2; Higher Paper 1 Marking Key; Higher Paper 1; Intermediate 2  
Marking Key 
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Intermediate 2 Modern Studies—2008–2009

[Turn over

SECTION C—INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

Answer ONE question only:

 Question 5 Study Theme 3A—The Republic of  South Africa on pages 17–21

OR Question 6 Study Theme 3B—The People’s Republic of  China on pages 23–27

OR  Question 7 Study Theme 3C—The United States of  America on pages 28–31

OR Question 8 Study Theme 3D—The European Union on pages 32–35

OR Question 9 Study Theme 3E—Development in Brazil on pages 36–39

STUDY THEME 3A: THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

In your answers you should give examples from South Africa

Question 5

(a) The government has taken action to reduce crime in South Africa.

Describe, in detail, two actions taken by the South African government to 

reduce crime.

(4 marks)

(b) Some groups in South Africa have made greater economic progress than others in 

recent years.

Explain, in detail, why some groups in South Africa have made greater economic 

progress than others in recent years. (6 marks)

Page seventeen

Page 7 of  14
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Higher Modern Studies—Marking Key—2008–2009
Question C9

Immigration to the US in the 21st century is a curse not a blessing. Discuss

Answers should provide developed, exemplified knowledge and understanding of:

the problems caused by immigration

•	

the benefits of  immigration, 

•	

and
balanced analysis/comment on the extent to which the problems outweigh the benefits

•	

Expect reference to:US “nation of  immigrants”; strength today, richness of  its culture and its mosaic/melting pot/salad bowl society 

•	

result of  its open door policy on immigration

immigrants are often intelligent and ambitious and bring their skills to America

•	

US citizens are or are descended from immigrants. Restricting immigration would be denying rights they had 

•	

benefited from and would be counter to US ideology of  freedom.

immigrants benefit US economically. They e.g. Mexicans in California are prepared to do jobs for low pay 

•	

that Americans do not wish to do e.g. food service and hotel cleaning. By doing so they make the US economy 

competitivethey contribute to the economy—they pay taxes; many become entrepreneurs and create jobs

•	

politically they are a key voting block—especially Hispanics and are now being courted by both parties

•	

decreasing immigration will create more incentive for illegal immigration and therefore less assimilation and fewer 

•	

tax payersit improves the reputation of  the US worldwide

•	

having a pool of  cheap labour adds to the flexibility of  business leading to lower prices, better quality products and 

•	

higher profitsit has been estimated they contribute over $30 billion more than they receive in benefits

•	
However

increasingly American attitudes on immigration (as in Europe) are hardening and there are demands for stricter 

•	

controls
the number of  illegal immigrants is a cause for concern. Illegal immigration increased by 3m between 2006 and 2007. 

•	

Mexico is the leading source of  illegal immigrants followed by El Salvador, Guatemala and the Philippines. California 

is the state which suffers most although it is an increasing problem in other states, notably Texas. Legal immigration 

is decreasing due to more rigorous processing. These “underground” workers are attractive to employers because 

of  the low wage rates they accept. These workers impact most on those at the bottom of  the economic ladder.

given number of  illegal immigrants from Mexico some argue a Hispanic underclass is being created as a result

•	

in parts of  America people feel swamped e.g. Florida is sometimes referred to as a colony of  Cuba. In areas with 

•	

large number of  immigrants racial tension runs high e.g. between African Americans and Koreans

the costs of  trying to limit/control immigration are high e.g. border controls,; measures to restrict immigration

•	

many feel, especially during times of  economic recession, they are “stealing” jobs and driving wages down. $190 

•	

billion is lost annually by Americans in depressed wages.

there are social costs e.g. welfare, education, health Although technically illegal immigrants can’t Claim Medicaid 47 

•	

states allow self  declaration of  US citizenship for MEDICAID and over half  do not verify the accuracy of  claims. 

Benefits which are under strain include TANF, Food Stamps, Medicaid, and Earned Income Tax Credit. There is 

also pressure on public housing and education services.

More immigrants means more opportunities for terrorists, drug dealers and other criminals to enter the US

•	

the national identity and language is disappearing. The melting pot is being replaced with divisive  

•	

multi-culturalismresults in increased consumption of  scarce resources

•	

© P&N 2008

Higher Modern Studies—Paper 1—2008–2009

SECTION C — International Issues

Each question is worth 15 marks

STUDY THEME 3A: THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Question C7The ANC government is an elected dictatorship.

Discuss.

STUDY THEME 3B: THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Question C8Assess whether economic progress in China has been the catalyst for social progress.

STUDY THEME 3C: THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Question C9Immigration to the USA in the 21st century is a curse, not a blessing.

Discuss.

STUDY THEME 3D: THE EUROPEAN UNION

Question C10Critically examine the view that the European Union has failed to achieve its aims.

STUDY THEME 3E: THE POLITICS OF DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA

Question C11 With reference to specific African countries (excluding the Republic of South Africa):

The policies of  African governments do little to promote economic and social development.

Discuss.

STUDY THEME 3F: GLOBAL SECURITY

Question C12International organisations are unable to respond effectively to current threats to international 

security.Discuss.

[END OF QUESTION PAPER]Page four
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Intermediate 2 Modern Studies—
2008–2009

MARKING KEY—SECTION C

Question 5

(a) LO1 

4 marks

The ca
ndidate i

s re
quired

 to demonstra
te k

nowledge and underst
anding of  a complex intern

ational iss
ue by providing 

detailed
 descr

iptions.

Award up to 3 marks for a description depending on quality
, le

vel of  detail, r
elevance, accuracy and 

exemplification.

Credit re
ference to aspects o

f  the following:

Firearms C
ontrol Act (2

005)

•	 reform of  the police force

•	 increased police salaries

•	 increased number of  police officers

•	 increased police budget

•	 creation of  specialist
 anti-c

orru
ption unit “

Scorpions” (although soon to be disbanded)

•	 any other v
alid point

•	

(b) LO1 

6 marks

The ca
ndidate i

s re
quired

 to demonstra
te k

nowledge and underst
anding of  a complex intern

ational iss
ue by providing 

detailed
 explanations.

Award up to 3 marks for an explanation depending on quality
, le

vel of  detail, r
elevance, accuracy and 

exemplification.

Credit re
ference to aspects o

f  the following:

jobs are no longer re
served for w

hites

•	 BEE and Affirmative Action Programmes ensure workplaces are ethnically and racially diverse

•	 those who are poorly educated have not benefited fro
m BEE or A

ffirmative Action

•	 few opportu
nitie

s have been created for th
e unskille

d/uneducated population

•	 Coloured and Asian population benefit le
ss f

rom Affirmative Action programmes th
an the black population

•	 white unemployment is 
risi

ng (although stil
l considerably below the national average)

•	 any other v
alid point

•	

(c) 
LO2 

8 marks

The ca
ndidate is

 req
uired

 to evaluate c
omplex sources

, providing arguments to
 support a

nd oppose a
 given point of  view.

Award up to 3 marks for an argument, d
epending on quality

, le
vel of  detail, r

elevance, accuracy and 

development of  the evidence

Credit h
ighly candidates who lin

k sources in arguments.

For full m
arks candidates must re

fer to all 3
 sources. A

 maximum of  6 marks should be awarded if  only 

2 sources are used and a maximum of  4 marks awarded if  only 1 source is used.

Credit re
ference to aspects o

f  the following:

Support

the ANC is t
he most p

opular party in South Afric
a (Source 1)

•	 the ANC won a clear m
ajority

 of  th
e popular v

ote and a majority
 of  th

e seats i
n th

e National A
ssembly 

•	 (Source 1)

the ANC increased their s
hare of  the vote between 1999 and 2004 (66·35%–69·68%) (S

ource 1)

•	 the ANC has high levels o
f  support t

hroughout th
e country (th

e lowest 4
5·25% in Western Cape but nearly 90% 

•	 in Limpopo and Mpumalanga (Source 2)

Oppose

turnout w
as lo

w (55%) su
ggestin

g a lack of  support f
or th

e government (S
ources 1 and 3)

•	 criti
cism

 of  the ANC by former politic
al allie

s su
ch as SACP, COSATU and Desmond Tutu (Source 3)

•	 stri
ke action suggestin

g dissa
tisf

action amongst t
he working population (Source 3)

•	 any other v
alid point

•	

Test papers of the highest quality Trialled to ensure accuracy Unrestricted site copyright licences User-friendly Marking Guides 
All P&N 2001–2008 past test papers are available for classroom practice/homework use at heavily discounted prices for 
2009/2010 customers. Please Fax/Email us for a competitive quotation or visit our website at www.prelims.co.uk.
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Changes to Modern Studies Examinations
No major changes have been announced to-date at Higher 
or Intermediate 2 level for the forthcoming examinations 
diet of 2010. A minor  change at Higher will be the use 
of the question stem ‘To what extent…’ which will be 
used in examinations from 2009. Advice on question 
stems is available from SQA in the document Improving 
Performance in Higher—Essay Questions: Preparing 
Candidates, Setting and Assessing. 

P&N will continue to inform customers of any important 
changes and incorporate these into our products to ensure 
all our materials continue to accurately reflect changing 
national standards.    

Our papers are guaranteed to follow the latest SQA question 
standards and marks allocations valid for the coming 
examination diet (2010). Papers are produced by expert 
examiners who take great care to ensure a high quality 
product with appropriate sampling and marks balance. 

Quality  assurance procedures are robust and under a 
continuous process of improvement to maintain accurate 
reflection of the national standard. 

2 0 0 9  U P D A T E — I M P O R T A N T  I N F O R M A T I O N
Curriculum for Excellence
As customers will be aware, the start of  the revised and 
new qualifications for ACfE has been moved back from 
2012–13 to 2013–14. Fiona Hyslop indicated in January 
2009 that she will “announce [her] decisions on the future 
shape of  our qualifications system before the end of  this 
academic year, in order to give the SQA the necessary time 
to develop the qualifications and to give schools, colleges 
and other providers a clear basis on which to plan”.

P&N are working closely with our experts to ensure we 
are well placed to support centres and continue to produce 
valid and reliable assessment instruments which will be 
appropriate to the new and revised national qualifications.  

Appeals Procedure Update
1	 SQA in Feb 2009 issued 7th edition of  Estimates, 

Absentees and Assessment Appeals: guidance on 
evidence requirements (Publication Code: BA0992). 
Those specific sections relevant to the use of  commercially-
produced prelim papers can be found and downloaded 
from our own website.

2	 The extremely rigorous demands of  the guidelines with 
regard to the use of  both past SQA and commercially-
produced question papers would suggest that where new, 
valid and reliable material is commercially available, 
its use must be regarded as the best option for hard-
pressed teaching staff. P&N as always fully guarantees its 
products.

3	 Clear guidelines on the purpose and use of  ‘prelims’ 
are given on Pages 22–25 of  the general document.  
SQA on Page 23 lays particular emphasis on the security 
of  assessment instruments, and emphasises that only the 
current year’s commercial papers will be accepted in 
their entirety for Appeals.

4	 P&N welcomed the overall document and in particular 
Para 6.2. This stated that ‘the use of  these question 
papers is both convenient to centres and acceptable 
to SQA—provided that [SQA] guidance on validity, 
reliability and security is adhered to.’

Visit our website for answers to your Frequently Asked 
Questions and to download additional order forms/flyers 
and important information updates.
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Please ensure that you have inserted:—
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Short 
Code Grade/Levels Subject Pack Price Tick (3) 

to order
09/01 Standard Grade (F, G & C) English £ 38·95

09/02 NQ Intermediate 1 English £ 33·95

09/03 NQ Intermediate 2 English £ 33·95

09/04 NQ Higher English £ 33·95

09/04B NQ Higher English with Supplementary Critical Essay £ 38·95

09/05 NQ Higher Drama £ 38·95

09/06 Standard Grade (F, G & C) French (includes Listening CD) £ 45·95

09/07 NQ Int 2 & Higher [Bundle] French (includes Listening CD) £ 49·95

09/08 Standard Grade (F, G & C) German (includes Listening CD) £ 45·95

09/09 NQ Int 2 & Higher [Bundle] German (includes Listening CD) £ 49·95

09/10 Standard Grade (F, G & C) Spanish (includes Listening CD) £ 45·95

09/11 NQ Int 2 & Higher [Bundle] Spanish (includes Listening CD) £ 49·95

09/12 Standard Grade (F, G & C) Mathematics £ 38·95

09/13 NQ Intermediate 1 Mathematics £ 31·95

09/14 NQ Intermediate 2 Mathematics £ 31·95

09/15 NQ Higher Mathematics £ 31·95

09/16 NQ Advanced Higher Mathematics £ 33·95

09/17 Standard Grade (F, G & C) Geography £ 38·95

09/18 Intermediate 2 Geography £ 33·95

09/19 NQ Higher Geography £ 33·95

09/20 Standard Grade (F, G & C) History £ 38·95

09/21 Intermediate 2 History £ 33·95

09/22 NQ Higher History £ 33·95

09/23 NQ Intermediate 2 Modern Studies £ 33·95

09/24 NQ Higher Modern Studies £ 33·95

09/25 Standard Grade (G & C) Physics £ 33·95

�09/26 NQ Intermediate 1 Physics £ 31·95

�09/27 NQ Intermediate 2 Physics £ 31·95

09/28 NQ Higher Physics £ 31·95

09/29 Advanced Higher Physics £ 31·95

09/30 Standard Grade (F, G & C) Computing Studies £ 38·95

09/31 Intermediate 2 Computing £ 33·95

09/32 NQ Higher Computing £ 33·95

09/33 NQ Higher Product Design £ 38·95


