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HISTORY @ P&N
LASER SHARP QUALITY, NEW MATERIAL EACH YEAR
1	 All our test papers are drafted by setters whom we have head-hunted due to their considerable experience 

of  the examination system at appropriate levels. All papers contain new material each year. Papers are 
securely trialled by professionals who “work the papers” to ensure materials are of  an appropriate level of  
demand, balance, etc and that marking instructions mirror SQA marking standards/mark allocations. 

2	 These are typeset using the most advanced desktop publishing techniques and printed securely using 
OCÉ™ VarioPrint® technology, which gives high-quality first generation laser output for each and 
every customer. We are greatly encouraged by continuing favourable customer comment.

3	 All P&N papers fully conform to the most recent SQA guidance on commercial production of  papers.  
External scrutineers are employed to ensure P&N closely emulates the national standard.

Subject Test Papers Available

1 Standard Grade History test papers at Foundation, General and Credit levels covering the seven most popular topics:
	 Units IA, IB, IC, IIA (formerly IIB), IIB (formerly IIC), IIIC and IIID. 

2 Intermediate 2 History test papers covering the four most popular contexts:
Scottish and British Contexts:	 2. Wallace, Bruce and the Wars of Independence, 1286–1328; 
	 7. (a) From the Cradle to the Grave? Social Welfare in Britain, 1890s–1951.
European and World Contexts:	 11. Free at Last? Race Relations in the USA, 1918–1968.
	 12. The Road to War, 1933–1939.

3 Higher History test papers covering Option C (Later Modern History): 
Paper I: Historical Study: Scotland and Britain 1850s–1979; Europe and the World: The Growth of  Nationalism, (Germany and Italy). 
Paper II: Historical Special Topic: Appeasement and the Road to War, to 1939; The Origins and Development of the Cold War 1945–1985.

Our test papers are printed on high quality 100 g/m2 paper to ensure that they not only provide copies of  excellent 
quality, but can also stand up to frequent handling.

  Clockwise from top left: Foundation Level; Credit Level; Intermediate 2; Higher Marking Key
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2

rEmEmBEr TO dO ONE CONTEXT frOm UNIT III 

AS WELL AS YOUr ONE CONTEXT frOm UNIT I. 

UNIT III—PEOPLE ANd POWEr

CONTEXT C: russia 1914–1941

Study the information in the sources. You may also use your 

own knowledge.

Try to answer all the questions in this Context.

Source A describes the abdication of  tsar Nicholas ii.

Source A

The army had always had a special place in Nicholas’ heart. 

It was the advice of his military chiefs which persuaded him to 

abdicate. They told him that the army could not fight if there 

was a revolution against the Tsar behind the lines. The Tsar 

had to give up the crown for the good of the war and of the 

nation.

 1. Explain why tsar Nicholas decided to abdicate. Give two 

reasons.

1: 

2: 

Source B is about Vladimir Lenin.

Source B

Lenin had already proved himself to the workers of the city. 

He had been in prison for his beliefs and was seen by the 

workers as the man to lead them. Lenin promised the people 

of Russia a number of things. The first was that he would 

pull Russia out of the war. He said he would give land to the 

peasants. He promised that the workers and soviets would 

control the factories. With these promises, it is not surprising 

that support for Lenin grew at a great speed.
[Turn over
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SECTION B: ENQUIRY SKILLS

The issue for investigating is:

Emigration from Scotland in the twentieth century was good 

for everyone involved.Study the sources carefully and answer the questions which follow. 

You should use your own knowledge where appropriate.

Source C was written by Joe Duncan, Secretary of  the Scottish Farm Servants Union 

in 1913.

Source C

There has been a fairly steady stream of emigration from the rural districts of Scotland, rising at 

times into a torrent. Many emigrants have been single men who have saved up for some time to go 

abroad to earn more money. Emigration has generally been to Canada and Australia—so that the 

Empire gains where Scotland loses. There is now a shortage of suitable farm workers in Scotland. 

However, emigration has helped to increase the wages of the workers who are left. It has also 

contributed to the independence of the workers remaining.
 3. How useful is Source C for investigating emigration from Scotland in the twentieth 

century?
Source d is from “Britannia’s Children” by Eric richards.

Source d

In the 1950s and 1960s alone, Scotland lost 500,000 of its people. 33% went to Australia, 

15% to Canada and 15% to other Commonwealth countries. This was a huge drain on Scotland’s 

resources yet, strange to say now, half of the exiles travelled by air at government expense. 

Many were single young men and women looking for adventure: just the kind of energetic talent that a 

nation needs. Life abroad was not always easy and 16% of emigrants came home to Scotland.

 4. what evidence is there in Source C that emigration was a good thing?

what evidence is there in Source d that emigration was not always good?

 5. to what extent do you agree that emigration from Scotland in the twentieth century 

was good for everyone involved.You must use evidence from the sources and your own knowledge to come to a 

conclusion.

[END OF CONTEXT IC]

Now turn to the Context you have chosen in Unit II.

4

3

5
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PART 1: THE SHORT ESSAY

Answer one question. For this question you should write a short essay using you own 

knowledge. The essay should include an introduction, development and conclusion. Each 

question is worth 8 marks.

SCOTTISH AND BRITISH CONTEXTS:

 CONTEXT 2: WALLACE, BRUCE AND THE  

WARS OF INDEPENDENCE, 1286–1328

Question 2:
Explain why William Wallace was important during the wars for 

independence.

8

 CONTEXT 7(a): FROM THE CRADLE TO THE GRAVE? 

SOCIAL WELFARE IN BRITAIN, 1890s–1951

Question 7 (a): Explain why the Labour Governments of  1945–1951 attempted to 

create a Welfare State.

8

EUROPEAN AND WORLD CONTEXTS

 CONTEXT 11: FREE AT LAST?  

RACE RELATIONS IN THE USA, 1918–1968

Question 11:
Explain why Black Americans joined the Civil Rights movement 

during the 1950s and 1960s.

8

 CONTEXT 12: THE ROAD TO WAR, 1933–1939

Question 12:
Explain why Britain did not stop the German remilitarisation of  

the Rhineland in 1936.

8

[END OF PART 1: THE SHORT ESSAY]
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Question 4

How succes
sful was th

e L
abour G

overnment of  1945–1951 in tackling the so
cial problem

s fa
cing Brita

in at 

that tim
e?

The	candidate	makes	a	judgement	on	the	degree	to	which	the	Labour	G
overnment	1945–1951	tackled	the	

social	problems	fa
cing	Brita

in	at	th
at	tim

e	using	evidence	and	arguments	s
uch	as:

Wartim
e Coalitio

n

During	World	War	T
wo	the	coalitio

n	government	organised	the	rationing	of 	foodstuffs,
	clothing	and	

fuel	and	gave	extra	milk	and	meals	t
o	expectant	m

others	a
nd	children;	m

ost	p
eople	welcomed	this	

state	intervention	as	th
e	government;	th

e	wartim
e	coalitio

n	government	w
as	re

sponsible	for	m
any	of 	

the	Acts	a
nd	other	m

easures	th
at	w

ould	result	in
	the	welfare	sta

te;	m
any	of 	these	reforms	w

ere	based	

on	legisla
tion	passed	by	previous	governments	s

uch	as	th
e	Liberals,	1

906–1914.

Beveridge’s Five Giants

Beveridge’s	‘R
eport	o

n	Social	Insurance	and	Allie
d	Services’	(1

942)	advocated	that	all	p
eople	in	work	

would	pay	a	sin
gle	weekly	flat	ra

te	contrib
ution	into	a	sta

te	insurance	fund	to	cover	all	p
ossib

le	problems	

that	th
ey	might	fa

ce	throughout	th
eir	li

ves;	a
	new	Ministr

y	of 	Social	Security
	would	provide	people	

with	subsist
ence	in	the	form	of 	sic

kness,	m
edical,	m

aternity,	
old	age,	unemployment,	w

idows,	o
rphans,	

industri
al	in

jury	and	funeral	benefits;	L
abour	w

on	a	landslid
e	victory	at	th

e	1945	General	Election	and	

the	new	government’s	s
ocial	re

forms	w
ere	based	on	the	Beveridge	Report;	A

ttle
e’s	g

overnment	ta
ckled	

the	Five	Giants	id
entified	by	Beveridge—Want,	D

isease,	Idleness,	I
gnorance	and	Squalor.

Want (P
overty)

National	Insurance	provided	financial	protection	for	th
e	employed	in	tim

es	of 	sickness;	t
he	scheme	was	

criti
cised	for	th

e	large	number	of 	officials	w
ho	operated	the	scheme;	N

ational	A
ssis

tance	helped	the	

unemployed	or	th
ose	who	had	not	paid	enough	contrib

utions	in
to	the	new	scheme;	N

ational	Assis
tance	

was	m
eans	te

sted;	th
e	scheme	provided	a	‘sa

fety	net’;	w
elfare	benefits	i

n	1948	were	only	19%	of 	the	

average	industri
al	wage	and	well	b

elow	subsist
ence	level;	in

	1949,	48%	of 	all	N
ational	Assis

tance	went	

to supplement re
tire

ment pensions.

Disease (H
ealth)

In	1948	National	H
ealth	Service	(N

HS)	doctors,	d
entist

s	and	opticians	fa
ced	huge	queues	of 	patients	

demanding	tre
atment	th

at	th
ey	had	been	unable	to	afford;	prescriptions	ro

se	fro
m	7	millio

n	per	m
onth	

before	the	NHS	to	13·5	millio
n	per	m

onth	in	September	1948;	by	1950	the	NHS	was	costin
g	over	

£350	millio
n	per	year;	L

abour	had	to	introduce	charges	fo
r	sp

ectacles	and	dental	tre
atment.	

Idleness (U
nemployment)

Some	industri
es	either	w

ere	subsidised	or	ta
ken	under	government	control	(n

ationalise
d)	in

	order	to
	

keep	people	in	work;	wages	and	working	conditio
ns	re

mained	generally	unimproved;	th
e	cost	o

f 	the	new	

social	se
rvices,	c

ombined	with	the	debts	in
curred	fro

m	fighting	World	War	T
wo	meant	th

at	Brita
in’s	

post-w
ar	economy	was	w

eak	but	L
abour	m

aintained	its	
commitm

ent	to
	full	employment.

Ignorance (Education)

Labour	in
troduced	the	‘eleven-plus’	e

xamination	as	a	selection	procedure	for	th
e	lim

ited	number	of 	

places	at	se
nior	se

condary	(Scotland)	and	grammar	sc
hools	(E

ngland	and	Wales);	w
orking	class	g

irls
	

were	guaranteed	a	secondary	education	for	th
e	first	

tim
e;	m

ost	w
orking	class	c

hildren	continued	to	

leave	school	as	so
on	as	possib

le;	fe
w	children	were	awarded	any	qualifications	before	they	left	s

chool.

Squalor (H
ousing)

Bad	housing	 and	homelessn
ess	w

ere	 sti
ll	 s

erious	p
roblems	 in

	 1951	despite	 building	prefabs	 and	

thousands	of 	council	h
ouses;	in

	1951	there	were	750,000	fewer	houses	th
an	households	in

	Brita
in;	th

e	

severe	social	and	economic	problems	fa
cing	Attle

e’s	g
overnment	in

	1945	lim
ited	what	L

abour	could	

achieve	in	the	tim
e	available.
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Changes to History Examinations
No major changes have been announced to-date in History for 
the forthcoming examinations diet of  2010. All P&N papers are 
guaranteed to follow the latest SQA question standards and 
marks allocations valid for the coming examination diet. 

Customers will be aware that the new Higher History 
will be launched in November 2009 with the new course 
being taught from 2010–2011. Papers 1 and 2 will change quite 
dramatically: as a rough guide there are now approximately 
33% more Paper 1 essays than under the present arrangements, 
and twenty Paper 2 questions (for five themes) rather than ten 
(for two themes), as at present.

P&N are very pleased to make an early announcement 
that a FULL prelim for the new Higher History course, 
covering all sections, is currently under development 
and will be offered in 2010/2011. As no centres will have 
experience of  producing prelims for the new arrangements, 
this will ensure purchasing centres are not restricted in their 
choice as our prelim will cover all five themes.

All P&N papers are produced by expert examiners who 
take great  care to ensure a high quality product with 
appropriate sampling and marks balance. Quality assurance 
procedures are robust and under a continuous process of 
improvement to maintain accurate reflection of the changing 
national standard.

2 0 0 9  U P D A T E — I M P O R T A N T  I N F O R M A T I O N
Curriculum for Excellence
As customers will be aware, the start of  the revised and 
new qualifications for ACfE has been moved back from 
2012–13 to 2013–14. Fiona Hyslop indicated in January 
2009 that she will “announce [her] decisions on the future 
shape of  our qualifications system before the end of  this 
academic year, in order to give the SQA the necessary time 
to develop the qualifications and to give schools, colleges 
and other providers a clear basis on which to plan”.

P&N are working closely with our experts to ensure we 
are well placed to support centres and continue to produce 
valid and reliable assessment instruments which will be 
appropriate to the new and revised national qualifications.  

Appeals Procedure Update
1	 SQA in Feb 2009 issued 7th edition of  Estimates, Absentees 

and Assessment Appeals: guidance on evidence 
requirements (Publication Code: BA0992). Those specific 
sections relevant to the use of  commercially-produced prelim 
papers can be found and downloaded from our own website.

2	 The extremely rigorous demands of  the guidelines with regard 
to the use of  both past SQA and commercially-produced 
question papers would suggest that where new, valid and reliable 
material is commercially available, its use must be regarded as 
the best option for hard-pressed teaching staff. P&N as always 
fully guarantees its products.

3	 Clear guidelines on the purpose and use of  ‘prelims’ 
are given on Pages 22–25 of  the general document.  
SQA on Page 23 lays particular emphasis on the security of  
assessment instruments, and emphasises that only the current 
year’s commercial papers will be accepted in their entirety 
for Appeals.

4	 P&N welcomed the overall document and in particular Para 6.2. 
This stated that ‘the use of  these question papers is both 
convenient to centres and acceptable to SQA—provided 
that [SQA] guidance on validity, reliability and security 
is adhered to.’

Visit our website for answers to your Frequently Asked 
Questions and to download additional order forms/flyers 
and important information updates.
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