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SECTION A

THE STUDY OF A TEXT IN ITS THEATRICAL CONTEXT

Answer one question from this section. Your answer should be based on the prescribed 

text. You should answer from the perspective of  a director or an actor in preparation for a 

performance. 

Your answer to Section A should be written on Pages two to seven of  the  

Answer Book. Additional paper can be obtained from the invigilator.

 1.  Who do you consider to be the most important character in your prescribed text? 

Give reasons for your choice. As a director, how would you prepare your actor for 

performance?

2.  Explain the significance of  the opening scene in your prescribed text. As a director, 

explain how your directorial and/or design concepts for the opening scene, would show 

this significance to a contemporary audience?

 3.  Describe the nature of  a close relationship in your prescribed text and how each character 

impacts on the other throughout the play. How would you direct this to illuminate all 

sides of  the relationship? 

 4.  Describe the way that structure and language are used in your prescribed text. As a director  

what techniques would you employ to communicate the uses of  structure and language in  

the play to a contemporary audience?

SECTION B

DRAMATIC COMMENTARY

Look at the Answer Book on Page eight and find the extract from the play that you  

have studied. Read it carefully and then answer both parts of  the question below.

You should answer from the perspective of  a director in preparation for a production.

Your answer to Question 5(a) should be written on Pages eight and nine of  the  

Answer Book. Your answer to Question 5(b) should be written opposite your chosen  

textual extract.

 5.   Produce a dramatic commentary on the extract of  your prescribed text.

(a)  Draw a ground plan to show how you would want the extract to be staged.

(b)  Using the text itself  and the blank page opposite, indicate your direction to  

your actors, which should include:–

	 •		moves	and	interpretative	notes	for	actors

	 •		justification

	 •		any	important	technical	effects.	
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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

•	 Answer	one question from your prescribed text in Section A, below.

•	 Write	a	Dramatic	Commentary	next	to	the	extract	from	your	prescribed	text	or	the	CST	

text “The Prime of  Miss Jean Brodie” in Section B of  this Answer Book.

•	 Answer	one question from Section C, starting on Page fifty-eight of  this Answer Book.

SECTION A
Your answer to Section A should be written on Pages two to seven. Additional paper can be 

obtained from the invigilator.

Marks
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SECTION B

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Your answer to Question 5(a) should be written on Pages eight and nine.

Your answer to Question 5(b) should be written opposite your chosen textual extract.
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SECTION A

  2.  Explain the si
gnificance o

f  the opening sce
ne in

 your presc
ribed tex

t. A
s a direc

tor, ex
plain how your 

direc
torial and/or desig

n concepts fo
r th

e opening sce
ne, w

ould show this si
gnificance t

o a contem
porary 

audience.

This question requires the candidate to be able to identify
 what th

ey consider th
e first scene in the play to be. 

In some of th
e prescribed texts, th

ese are clearly identified by the playwright; in
 others, th

e candidate has to 

identify
 the point w

here they think the first scene ends.

The question is in tw
o parts:

Firstly the candidate is required to explain the significance of th
e opening scene of th

eir p
rescribed text. R

eference 

may be made to the genre of th
e play, th

e introduction of th
emes and issues, th

e introduction of characters and their 

significance in the play. C
andidates may also choose to mention the significance of a pre-show by way of explaining 

certain issues in the play.

Secondly the candidate has been asked to describe the directorial and/or design concepts she/he would employ 

in the opening scene to show the significance to a contemporary audience. Justified reference may be made to 

choice of set design, use of th
eatric

al effects, use of pre-show(if a
ppropriate) characters’ positioning and their use of 

movement and voice, use of pause, silence, use of sound, lig
hts, pyrotechnics, props, costume, m

asks, m
akeup.

A good response would:

 offer a clear explanation of  the sig
nificance of  the opening scene of  their p

rescribed text w
ith detailed 

textual ju
stifi

cation 

(8–10)

 offer a clear and detailed description of  the directorial and/or design concepts w
hich would be employed 

to show the sig
nificance of  the opening scene to a contemporary audience. 

(8–10)

A fair response would:

 offer a fairly
 clear explanation of  the sig

nificance of  the opening scene of  their p
rescribed text w

ith some 

textual ju
stifi

cation 

(5–7)

 offer a fairly
 clear and detailed description of  the directorial and /or d

esign concepts w
hich would be 

employed to show the sig
nificance of  the opening scene to a contemporary audience. 

(5–7)

A poor response would:

 offer an unclear explanation of  the sig
nificance of  the opening scene of  their p

rescribed text w
ith litt

le 

textual ju
stifi

cation. T
his ty

pe of  response may be a narrative description of  what happens in
 the opening 

scene of  the play but w
ill o

ffer lit
tle explanation of  the sig

nificance of  the scene 

(0–4)

 offer a lim
ited description of  the directorial and/or design concepts w

hich would be employed to show the 

significance of  the opening scene to a contemporary audience. 

(0–4)

 3. Descr
ibe th

e nature o
f  a clo

se r
elationship in your presc

ribed tex
t and how each character

 impacts o
n the 

other t
hroughout th

e play. H
ow would you direct th

is to
 illu

minate a
ll si

des o
f  the re

lationship?

 
 The question is in tw

o parts:

Firstly the candidate has been asked to describe the nature of a close relationship in their p
rescribed text—this 

may be a family relationship, a relationship based on a strong emotion, a relationship of convenience, a business 

partnership, a master and servant. T
he candidate has been asked to consider all sides in the relationship and how 

the tw
o im

pact on each other th
roughout th

e text. T
his may also be lin

ked to the effect th
e relationship has in 

pointing out im
portant th

emes and issues in the play.

Secondly the candidate has been asked to explain how this couple would be directed to illu
minate all sides of th

e 

relationship. Reference may be made to the positioning of th
e characters in relation to themselves and to other 

characters in the play, th
eir m

ovement and body language, th
eir in

teraction with each other, th
eir combined reaction 

to other characters in the play, m
ood changes, use of voice, use of pause, use of costume and props.

A good response would:

 offer a clear description of  the nature of  a close relationship in a prescribed text and sta
te accurately how 

each character im
pacts o

n the other th
roughout th

e course of  the play using wholly appropriate textual 

justifi
cation  

(8–10)

 offer a clear explanation how the tw
o characters w

ill b
e directed throughout th

e course of  the play to 

illu
minate all si

des of  their r
elationship. 

(8–10)
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Changes to Drama Examinations
No major changes have been announced to-date in Higher 
Drama for the forthcoming examinations diet of  2010. 

However, there are changes to the way centres will be asked 
to submit estimates, with a change to a 50:50 split between 
the question paper and the acting exam (previously 60:40). 
No changes have been made to the Arrangements 
documents, Course content or examination procedures 
or processes. Marks for both parts should simply be 
arithmetically scaled before submission to the SQA.  
Further details in SQA update letter of  26/2/2009.

All P&N papers are guaranteed to follow the latest SQA 
question standards and marks allocations valid for the 
coming examination diet (2010).  

All P&N papers are produced by expert examiners who take 
great care to ensure a high quality product with appropriate 
sampling and marks balance. Quality assurance procedures 
are robust and under a continuous process of  improvement 
to maintain accurate reflection of  the national standard.

2 0 0 9  U P D A T E — I M P O R T A N T  I N F O R M A T I O N
Curriculum for Excellence
As customers will be aware, the start of  the revised and 
new qualifications for ACfE has been moved back from 
2012–13 to 2013–14. Fiona Hyslop indicated in January 
2009 that she will “announce [her] decisions on the future 
shape of  our qualifications system before the end of  this 
academic year, in order to give the SQA the necessary time 
to develop the qualifications and to give schools, colleges 
and other providers a clear basis on which to plan”.

P&N are working closely with our experts to ensure we 
are well placed to support centres and continue to produce 
valid and reliable assessment instruments which will be 
appropriate to the new and revised national qualifications.  

Appeals Procedure Update
1	 SQA in Feb 2009 issued 7th edition of  Estimates, 

Absentees and Assessment Appeals: guidance 
on evidence requirements (Publication Code: 
BA0992). Those specific sections relevant to the use 
of commercially-produced prelim papers can be found 
and downloaded from our own website.

2	 The extremely rigorous demands of  the guidelines 
with regard to the use of  both past SQA and 
commercially-produced question papers would 
suggest that where new, valid and reliable material is 
commercially available, its use must be regarded as 
the best option for hard-pressed teaching staff. P&N 
as always fully guarantees its products.

3	 Clear guidelines on the purpose and use of  ‘prelims’ 
are given on Pages 22–25 of  the general document.  
SQA on Page 23 lays particular emphasis on the security 
of  assessment instruments, and emphasises that only 
the current year’s commercial papers will be 
accepted in their entirety for Appeals.

4	 P&N welcomed the overall document and in particular 
Para 6.2. This stated that ‘the use of  these question 
papers is both convenient to centres and acceptable 
to SQA—provided that [SQA] guidance on validity, 
reliability and security is adhered to.’

Visit our website for answers to your Frequently Asked 
Questions and to download additional order forms/flyers 
and important information updates.



2009/2010 Prelim ORDER FORM
Complete this form by completing the relevant space(s);
Please ensure that you have inserted:—
• School name, telephone and fax numbers;
• your requisition/order number if required;
• your own name and signature and date of order.

By Fax

(01786) 818773

By Telephone

(01786) 815195

Please photocopy this form as required  
or download at www.prelims.co.uk

Short 
Code Grade/Levels Subject Pack Price Tick (3) 

to order
09/01 Standard Grade (F, G & C) English £ 38·95

09/02 NQ Intermediate 1 English £ 33·95

09/03 NQ Intermediate 2 English £ 33·95

09/04 NQ Higher English £ 33·95

09/04B NQ Higher English with Supplementary Critical Essay £ 38·95

09/05 NQ Higher Drama £ 38·95

09/06 Standard Grade (F, G & C) French (includes Listening CD) £ 45·95

09/07 NQ Int 2 & Higher [Bundle] French (includes Listening CD) £ 49·95

09/08 Standard Grade (F, G & C) German (includes Listening CD) £ 45·95

09/09 NQ Int 2 & Higher [Bundle] German (includes Listening CD) £ 49·95

09/10 Standard Grade (F, G & C) Spanish (includes Listening CD) £ 45·95

09/11 NQ Int 2 & Higher [Bundle] Spanish (includes Listening CD) £ 49·95

09/12 Standard Grade (F, G & C) Mathematics £ 38·95

09/13 NQ Intermediate 1 Mathematics £ 31·95

09/14 NQ Intermediate 2 Mathematics £ 31·95

09/15 NQ Higher Mathematics £ 31·95

09/16 NQ Advanced Higher Mathematics £ 33·95

09/17 Standard Grade (F, G & C) Geography £ 38·95

09/18 Intermediate 2 Geography £ 33·95

09/19 NQ Higher Geography £ 33·95

09/20 Standard Grade (F, G & C) History £ 38·95

09/21 Intermediate 2 History £ 33·95

09/22 NQ Higher History £ 33·95

09/23 NQ Intermediate 2 Modern Studies £ 33·95

09/24 NQ Higher Modern Studies £ 33·95

09/25 Standard Grade (G & C) Physics £ 33·95

�09/26 NQ Intermediate 1 Physics £ 31·95

�09/27 NQ Intermediate 2 Physics £ 31·95

09/28 NQ Higher Physics £ 31·95

09/29 Advanced Higher Physics £ 31·95

09/30 Standard Grade (F, G & C) Computing Studies £ 38·95

09/31 Intermediate 2 Computing £ 33·95

09/32 NQ Higher Computing £ 33·95

09/33 NQ Higher Product Design £ 38·95

Name of School (please print):

Town: Postcode:			 

Telephone: Fax:			

Order No.: Date:	

Your Name: Signature:

By Post P&N Publications
1 Wallace Street
Bannockburn 
STIRLING 
FK7 8JQ

VAT must be charged on all our test papers. 
Schools reclaim this and it therefore does 
not come off your per capita allocation.

For further information see our website at http://www.prelims.co.uk
**All P&N test papers contain completely new material each year**

sales@prelims.co.ukBy Email

Postage & Packaging free on all orders received BEFORE 25 September, 2009. Standard P&P £2 per item, max £6 per order.


